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CHAIRMAN SAHR: EL04-016, In the 

matter of the filing of Superior Renewable Energy, 

LLC et al. against Montana-Dakota Utilities Company 

regarding the Java Wind Project. 

And the question today is shall the Commission 

authorize the Executive Director to enter into a 

consulting contract with Synopsis Energy Economics, 

Inc. ? 

Ms. Harens. 

MS. HARENS: Thank you, 

Chairman Sahr. As the Commission is well-aware of 

this Docket that is before them, this Docket 

involves a question of first impression that has 

never come before the Commission before, and that 

is dealing with the issues of avoided costs. 

Staff is requesting that we be able to hire a 

consultant to help us with this avoided cost study. 

We did research. We made initial contacts. We 

conducted telephone interviews, and ultimately we 

decided that Synapse is the best fit for us and for 

this Commission to help us with this Docket. 

As for -- my memo pretty much lays out all of 

the process that we went through. It includes the 

proposal from Synapse and also the contract that we 

are willing to enter into with Synapse, and we 
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would request permission from you to do that. 

Bruce Biewald is from Synapse. He's on the 

line right now in case you have any questions of 

him. And if you have any questions of staff or me 

at this time, I would take them as well. 

CHAIRMAN SAHR: Thank you. And I 

appreciate the detailed memo. That was very 

useful. 

Any question from the Commissioners or 

advisers? 

COMMISSIONER BURG: I probably have 

a general question. Will that cost come out of 

just normal PUC? Have we determined that yet, the 

payment, or will there be an assessment on that? 

MS. HARENS: The Commission hasn't 

made a determination as to any assessments at this 

time. However, I think that will be imminent after 

this decision is made as to this consulting 

contract. 

CHAIRMAN SAHR: Thank you. Any 

other questions? 

Seeing none, I will move that we authorize the 

Executive Director to enter into a consulting 

contract with Synapse Energy Economics, Inc. 

VICE CHAIR HANSON: Second. 
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CERTIFICATE 

I, CHERI MCCOMSEY WITTLER, a Registered 

Professional Reporter and Notary Public in and for the 

State of South Dakota: 

DO HEREBY CERTIFY that as the duly-appointed 

shorthand reporter, I took in shorthand the proceedings 

had in the above-entitled matter on the 28th day of 

December 2004, and that the attached is a true and 

correct transcription of the proceedings so taken. 
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